ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1914. 


NEW  MILLS, 

1st  February,  1915. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE  HAYFIELD  RURAL 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1911. 


A. — Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

1.  Elevation  of  the  District  is  from  400  to  9000  O D. 

Geology  : Gritstone. 

Area 

Land,  9481  acres.  Water,  65  acres.  Total  9546  acres. 

Population  estimated 
to  the  middle  of  the 

Census  1901-  Census  1911.  year. 

Population  ...  3,834.  5,170.  4,528. 

Inhabited  Houses  1 132. 

New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : 5. 

Rateable  Value,  £29,643  10s.  9d. 

Assessable  Value.  £27,662  0s.  3d. 

2.  — Occupations  of  Inhabitants,  and  influence  of  any  particular  occupations  on 

health,  especially  Lead  Poisoning 

Agriculture  and  Textile. 

3.  — The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  during  the  year 

Hayfield  £111  5s.  Od. 

Mellor  £56  0s.  Od. 

4.  — The  extent  to  which  Hospital  and  other  forms  of  gratuitous  medical  relief 

are  utilised  in  the  District  None. 
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B. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 


1. — WATER  SUPPLY  of  District  and  its  several  parts. 

Hayfield  satisfactory.  Mellor  Water  Supply  is  unsatisfactory. 

One  portion  of  Mellor  is  well  provided  with  water,  but  the  other  portion, 
including  about  100  Houses,  is  insufficiently  and  intermittently 
supplied. 

The  Scheme  for  supplying  the  whole  district  with  water,  sanctioned  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  has  not  materialised  and  is  abandoned. 
No  other  Scheme  has  been  laid  before  the  Council,  and  although  I have 
urged  the  immediate  establishment  of  a supply  to  the  Homes  afore- 
mentioned the  matter  still  remains  in  statu  quo  ante. 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  Public  supplies.  Hayfield  540. 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  Private  supplies.  Hayfield  13- 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  Private  supplies,  Mellor  341. 

Nature  of  such  supplies,  if  constant  or  intermittent,  the  sufficiency  and 
freedom  from  pollution  of  same.  Hayfield  constant.  Eree  from 
pollution  and  sufficient. 

One  part  of  Mellor  has  a constant  supply. 

The  other  portion  of  Mellor  is  also  supplied  on  the  constant  system  ; but, 
as  stated,  this  frequently  fails. 

There  is  no  contamination  of  the  water  by  lead. 

There  are  no  Houses  without  a supply  within  100  yards. 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  surface  wells  and  from  springs,  308. 


2.  — RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  ;•  The  rivers  are  polluted  by  trade  effluents,  but 

such  pollution  is  reduced  to  a minimum  by  the  supervision  of  the  Mersey 
and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  and  by  the  Rivers’  Inspector  of  the 
Derbyshire  County  Council. 

3. — DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

This  is  satisfactory. 

Glossop  Road  and  Highgate,  Hayfield,  are  now  efficiently  drained 
and  sewered. 

Methods  of  disposal.  Precipitation,  Alumino-Perric,  Filter  Beds  and 
Land  filtration 

Localities  where  improvements  are  needed.  None. 

4. — CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Approximate  number. of  Houses  with  :■ 

Privy  Middens,  Pail  Closets.  Water  Closets,  Slop  Water  Closets. 

524.  70.  608.  None. 

No.  of  Houses  converted  from  Privy  Middens  to  Water  Closets  during 
the  year,  17. 

No.  of  defective  Privies  improved.  2. 

No.  of  Houses  converted  from  Pail  Closets  to  Water  Closets  during  the 
year.  None. 


5. — SCAVENGING — Done  by  owners  or  occupiers. 


6.— SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Inspector  of 

Nuisances  during  the  year. 

(b)  Tbe  number'of  notices  served  during  the  year.  80. 

Statutory  Notices.  14. 

Informal  Notices.  66. 

Defective  Drainage.  12. 

Defective  Ashpits  and  Privies.  35. 

Accumulations.  15. 

Filthy  Houses.  1. 

Obstructed  Drains.  11. 

Defective  Water  Closets.  3. 

Defective  Urinals.  1. 

Animals  improperly  kept.  2. 

(c)  The  defects  or  nuisances  discovered. 

Chiefly  defective  Drains,  Privy  Closets,  Ashpits  and 
Accumulations. 

(d)  The  action  taken,  and  the  result  of  action  taken  in  regard  to  these 

Notices  served  to  convert  existing  Privy  Closets  to  Water 
Closets  in  25  Houses. 

Special  nuisances  requiring  abatement  ? 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  offensive  matter. 

Notices  have  been  served  in  several  instances,  but  are  ignored. 
Unless  the  Council  is  prepared  to  enforce  its  notices,  nothing  is 
gained  by  serving  them. 


7.  — Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-laws  or  Regulations. 

None. 

Lodging  Houses.  None. 

Cellar  Dwellings.  None. 

Offensive  Trades.  None. 

8.  — SCHOOLS,  especially  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Schools,  reports  that  the  cleaning  of  all  the 
Schools  is  well  done. 

As  in  last  year’s  report,  he  calls  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  lighting 
and  ventilation  of  the  Church  School,  and  to  the  bad  condition  of  the 
floors. 

The  Mellor  School  is  still  badly  supplied  with  water. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  children  have  been  repeatedly  examined  bacteriologically  with  a 
view  to  the  detection  of  Diphtheria  “ carriers.  ” 

No  Schools  were  closed  on  account  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Arrangement  in  force  in  the  District  for  Medical  Inspection  of  Schools. 

(1)  Name  of  Authority  controlling  this  work. 

Derbyshire  County  Council. 

(2)  Is  Officer  appointed  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District? 
No,  but  the  Schools  have  been  effectively  supervised  by  concerted 
action  of  the  Medical  Officers  concerned. 


9— FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply — 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  on  register.  36. 

No.  of  Cows  (approximately).  360. 

No  of  Milksellers  (not  CowkeepersJ.  None. 

Cowsheds — Cubic  space  per  Cow.  400  cubic  feet. 

Cows  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculous  udders.  None. 


No.  of 
Registered. 

Cowhouses  36. 

Dairies.  None. 

Milkshops.  None. 


Inspections 

Defects 

made. 

found. 

Remedied 

56 

8 

5 

Chiefly  insufficient 

lighting. 

The  Milk  is  chiefly  produced  in  the  District. 


( b ) Other  Foods— 

Action  taken  for  detecting  unsound  food. 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises  where  foods  are  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for 
sale.  38. 

No.  of  articles  condemned,  other  than  meat.  None. 

The  condition  of  Bakehouses  is  satisfactory. 

No  special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  inspecting  meat. 

The  condition  of  Slaughter  Houses  is  satisfactory. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

No  carcases  nor  parts  of  carcases  have  been  condemned  for  Tuberculosis. 
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10.— HOUSING. 


1.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes  of 

Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909.  65. 

2.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  on  inspection,  were  considered  to 

be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  6. 

3 The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view 
to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders.  6. 

4.  The  number  of  Closing  Orders  made.  6. 

5.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  without 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders.  13. 

6.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making  of  Closing  Orders 

were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human  habitation.  1. 

7.  The  general  character  of  the  defects  found. 

Insanitary  Privies,  no  through  ventilation,  dampness  and  disrepair. 

Adequacy  of  houses  forartizans  and  labourers  in  relation  to  chief  occupations 
of  the  district.  More  than  ample,  70  empty  houses. 

Prevalence  of  overcrowding.  2 cases.  Both  remedied. 

There  is,  with  few  exceptions,  sufficency  of  open  spaces  about  houses. 
Cleanliness  of  surroundings  Satisfactory,  as  a rule. 

Supervision  of  erection  of  new  houses  is  exercised  by  inspector. 


11.— FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS, 


Offences  under  Factories  and  Workshops  Act.  None. 

i.  Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bakehouses  (Sec.  101.)  None. 

ii.  Breaches  of  Special  Sanitary  requirements  for  Bakehouses,  (ss.  97  to  100) 

The  drainage  in  one  case  was  defective  ; but  is  remedied. 

iii.  Failure  as  regards  list  of  Outworkers,  (s  107.)  None. 

iv.  Giving  out  work  to  be  done  on  premises  which  are  (a)  unwholesome 

(s  108).  ( b ) infected  (s  110).  None. 

v.  Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  on  premises  infected  by  Scarlet 

Fever  or  Smallpox,  (s  109).  None. 

Factory  Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  : — 

i.  Want  of  Cleanliness.  1. 

ii.  Want  of  Ventilation.  None. 

iii.  Overcrowding.  None. 

iv.  Want  of  drainage  of  floors.  1. 

v.  Defective  or  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation.  1. 


C. — Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 


1.  — Work  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  other  officers  engaged  in  sanitary 
work. 

This  is  satisfactory.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  devoted  much  time  to  the 
Housing  question,  especially  drawing  the  Council’s  attention  to  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

2.  — Hospital  Administration  in  relation  to  the  acute  infectious  diseases  and  to 
tuberculosis. 

There  is  need  of  an  Observation  Ward  at  Chinlev  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  continues  to  render  excellent  service  to  the 
community. 


D. — Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 


Small 

Pox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas- 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

No.  of  cases  notified 

20 

19 

2 

4 

11 

No.  of  cases  removed  to 

Hospital 

16 

14 

2 

0 

0 

No.  of  cases  which  ought 
to  have  been  removed, 
but  could  not  owing  to 
lack  of  accommodation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Return  Cases 

' 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever  has  been  prevalent  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  is  still  very  prevalent. 

All  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  occured  in  Hayfield,  and  nearly  all  have  been 
in  children  of  school  age. 

All  the  children  affected  have,  without  exception,  attended  the  Church  School. 
This  school  has  been  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected,  but  cases  still  occur. 

I am  convinced  that  the  disease  is  spread  by  the  “carriers.”  If  we  had  power 
to  isolate  these  the  disease  might  be  stamped  out. 

1.  Schoolmasters  are  informed  of  Notifiable  disease. 

2.  Antitoxin  is  provided  free  of  charge  to  persons  who  cannot  afford  to 

pay  for  it. 

3.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  fumigation  with  Sulphur. 

4.  The  Inspector  supervises  disinfection. 

5.  No  articles  have  been  disinfected  by  steam. 

6.  Bacteriological  aids  to  diagnosis  are  largely  used,  especially  as  regards 

Diphtheria  and  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  no  return  cases. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


There  has  been  no  serious  outbreak. 


E.— Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Tuberculosis. 


Evelen  cases  were  notified. 

There  were  5 deaths. 

The  Death  rate  per  1000  from  Phthisis.  -883. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  visited  by  a Nurse  appointed  by  the  Derbyshire 
County  Council. 

The  most  modern  methods  of  treatment  are  available  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensaries.  A new  Dispensary  has  been  opened  at  Chicley. 

F.  — Investigation  of  other  Diseases. 

There  have  been  no  other  diseases  calling  for  special  mention. 

G.  — Means  of  Preventing  Mortality  in  Infancy. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Eate  for  the  district  is  52-63. 

There  were  2 infant  deaths  in  Hayfield  and  2 in  Mellor. 

The  Notification  of  Births  i\.ct,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted. 

FURTHER  REQUIREMENTS. 

The  most  pressing  need  of  the  District  is  a Water  Supply  for  Mellor.  We 
are  no  further  forward  than  we  were  at  the  time  of  my  last  Annual  Eeport,  when 
special  attention  was  drawn  to  this  question. 

In  view  of  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  disease,  arrangements  should  be 
made  for  disinfection  by  steam  of  infected  articles. 

I would  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  various  officials  for  their 
co-operation  in  the  supervision  of  the  Health  of  the  District, 

G.  B.  PEMBERTON. 

1st  February,  1915. 


